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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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Application Papers 
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1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. The Examiner makes the observation that because there are still so many 
remaining pending flaws in this application (which are believed sufficient to reject claims 
1-26 and also object to the specification), many of which overlap with one another, he 
has decided to treat the amended sections of the specification and the claims in the 
great majority of instances in the order in which the flaws have been presented in 
applicant's Response in the hope of most accurately identifying these flaws in the 
application and of indicating how best to overcome them. As such it should be noted 
that the great majority of the following observations can substantially be classified as 
either 35 USC 1 12, 1 st and/or 2 nd paragraph rejections except where stated otherwise. 
Initially it is noted that in Paragraph [0030] of the specification, line 2, change "has" to - 
is- to properly state this important relationship, and in Paragraph [0036], line 4 the first 
"22" should be either -20- or a new number, as 22 represents the protective film. The 
newly presented term "intermediate adhesion" layer 32 which has been substituted for 
"adhesive" layer 32 in multiple places in the specification might desirably be formally 
defined since it appears that intermediate is believed to signify its location in the article, 
not the strength of the "adhesion", i.e. adhesive. Additionally the Examiner further notes 
that the Abstract still describes this element 32 as an adhesive layer. It is also very 
noteworthy (and improper) that the only description of the primer composition in the 
specification (which can be one of the "intermediate adhesion" layers according to the 
specification) is given by the trademark only identified composition "material G718 from 
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Wacker Chemie" in Paragraph [0038] and as such clearly needs to be identified by 
suitable generic terminology. The Examiner also again makes the point that the 
disclosure in Paragraph [0037] defining the "intermediate adhesion" layer 32 as any one 
of five elements, i.e. "a primer, an enamel, an adhesive, a film, a cloth strip" clearly 
appears to improperly characterize as elements having adhesive or adhesion properties 
certain elements which clearly are not adhesive in nature or, alternatively, involve 
elements of which applicant has the burden of proving that the element(s) has adhesive 
properties, which todate he has not met. Also, in a related issue the phrase (amended 
earlier in the prosecution), "laminate cloth strip" is still believed to very possibly be new 
matter, as its express or inherent support is not readily apparent to the Examiner. 
Additionally, in his remarks applicant argues that there was a translation error with 
respect to the adhesive layer 32 being properly characterized as an "adhesion" layer. 
While it is far from clear to the Examiner just what this alleged distinction between these 
two terms is supposed to involve it appears that since the alleged error involves what 
clearly seems to be a major point of novelty of the application it accordingly may be 
necessary for applicant to provide a suitable affidavit confirming this point and further 
clairifying this issue. 

With respect to the claims it initially appears that the newly used term, 
"intermediate layer" in place of "adhesive layer" in all of the independent claims is 
clearly vague and indefinite in defining the newly presented "intermediate adhesion 
layer", as well as being in excess of applicant's disclosure, and it may also constitute 
new matter, as it has no express support in the specification and no inherent support is 
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believed to have been pointed out. In claims 1 and 12, last two lines of each the phase 
"has been bonded" fails to properly set forth the coating relationship which exists 
between the adhesive surface and what should be the "intermediate adhesion layer", 
the latter element which clearly appears in the claims to be improperly characterized as 
the "intermediate layer". In claim 12, line 6 it appears that "the first adhesive surface" is 
bonded to itself, i.e. the "sealing element" rather than the "sealing body". In claim 17, 
line 2 change "a" to -the- and in claims 19 and 20 "connecting" is seen to be vague and 
indefinite in describing the chemical relationship which exists, instead of a mechanical 
relationship. Finally, there may be other flaws in the specification which the Examiner 
has overlooked and applicant is encouraged to carefully review the specification and 
claims in an effort to correct such flaws. 

3. Claims 1-26 are again not rejected on the basis of adverse prior art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Zirker whose telephone number is 571-272-1486. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 8:30 to 6:00. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be reached on 571 - 272 - 1478. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Daniel Zirker 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1771 



